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the less striking because the nations referring it did so with full knowledge of the matter and interests at stake, and of the existing condition of international law.    It merely makes all the stronger the argument that it is unsafe to bind oneself beforehand to submit cases that are not yet foreseen.    In the case of   a delinquent state, compelled by armed force to settle the claims of its creditors, the Hague Tribunal has decided that in the   subsequent   payments   the   citizens   of   the states which thus resorted to arms to  get back their money were entitled to be the first paid; and great has been the indignation of those whose moral sense repudiates all recourse to force for such purposes.   That this judgment rested technically upon the ground that the delinquent state  had offered special guarantees only to the blockading nations, illustrates aptly the surprises that may await those who go to arbitration before details as well as principles are settled.   In a pamphlet put forth under the auspices of a prominent Peace Association I find the following comment:  " The decision has been much criticized, as appearing to encourage force in debt collecting; but, in seeking a strictly legal solution, the arbitrators may have been forced to ignore the ethical question in-